
MAYOR'S HIROSHIMA DAY STATEMENT
We are here today to remember all those killed and injured as a result of the 
nuclear weapons dropped on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki between 
August 6 and August 9 1945.

It is an act that at the time, and since, has been presented to us as inevitable. 

We are told that the US had no choice because the Japanese would have 
fought to the bitter end. 

We were told that in order to save lives, both American and Japanese, the 
United States had to take lives, 

What has been almost written out of history is that the five top US generals at 
the time, including General Eisenhower and General MacArthur, opposed the 
bombing.

They said Japan was on its knees and facing imminent invasion from the 
Soviet Union.

They advised that Japan was ready for surrender if guarantees were given to 
preserve the Emperor.  

It was the politicians who made the decision to drop the atomic bomb because
they wanted to send a message to the world that might was right.

And if politicians can take decisions that make the world a more dangerous, 
unstable and wasteful place, they can also take decisions to make the world a
safer, stable and prosperous place.

The longer we have nuclear weapons, the greater the risk of nuclear disaster.

So long as more powerful countries insist that nuclear weapons are needed to
protect against an undefined and unforeseeable threat, so long will weaker 
countries also feel the need to possess their own nuclear arsenal.

I believe another world is possible. 

I believe the money being spent on weapons like Trident can be better spent 
on creating jobs, homes and hospitals.

I signed up to the Mayors for Peace organisation on behalf of Tower Hamlets 
because I want a world free from the threat of nuclear holocaust, a world 
where instead of human resources being directed towards wreaking death, 
they are directed towards improving life.
 
Although I regret I am unable to attend your annual gathering in Tavistock 
Square in person, you can be sure that my thoughts are very much with you 
at this time.


