
Can we row back from
the apocalypse?
This January it was announced in the
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists that the
Doomsday Clock has advanced closer
to midnight, now at just 2 minutes 30
seconds. The announcement cites the
existential threats posed by nuclear
weapons and climate change, threats
exacerbated by the volatile geo-political
environment. The scientists referred to
the recent incident of Pakistan's defence
minister threatening Israel with nuclear
attack (by tweet!) in reaction to a fake
"news" report that Israel had threatened
Pakistan with nuclear obliteration
presuming it sent forces into Syria.

In the nuclear age,
what is the impact of
Donald Trump?
President Trump inherits from previous
21st century US administrations the
military doctrine of “Full Spectrum
Dominance” and a National Defense
Strategy that perceives a resurgent
Russia and China as a rising super-
power competitor, both challenging US
interests and control over natural
resources. He also inherits Obama’s
$1trillion nuclear weapons modernisation
programme, and a worldwide network of
US military bases, through NATO across
Europe and including Turkey, extending,
provocatively, to the Russian borders
and, in a “pivot” to Asia, challenging
China in the Pacific. In response, both
Russia and China have been upgrading
their nuclear defense systems. 

“The United States must greatly
strengthen and expand its nuclear
capability until such time as the world
comes to its senses regarding nukes.”

Donald Trump (12.12.16 Tweet)

"Let it be an arms race. We will
outmatch them at every pass and
outlast them all.”

Donald Trump (23.12.16 phone call to MSNBC TV
Presenter Mika Brzezinski)

In February, President Trump
announced his proposed 10% budget
increase in military spending of $54
billion, to send a “message to the world
in these dangerous times of American
strength, security and resolve.” 
He has previously said “Our military
dominance must be unquestioned”

(27.4.16 Foreign Policy Speech.)

In addition to the existential threats posed by nuclear weapons and 
climate change, new global realities emerged, as trusted sources of 

information came under attack, fake news was on the rise, and words were used in cavalier
and often reckless ways. As if to prove that words matter and fake news is dangerous, Pakistan’s foreign
minister issued a blustery statement, a tweet actually, flexing Pakistan’s nuclear muscle—in response to a
fabricated “news” story about Israel. Today’s complex global environment is in need of deliberate and
considered policy responses. It is ever more important that senior leaders across the globe calm rather than
stoke tensions that could lead to war, either by accident or miscalculation.

Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, January 2017
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Tower Hamlets CND
supporters have
written to our MPs,
Rushanara Ali and
Jim Fitzpatrick,
asking them to put a
question in
Parliament to the
Foreign Secretary,
Boris Johnson,
urging the
Government to
participate
constructively in the
UN negotiations.

Dangerous times

A global nuclear ban?
Bring Britain to the table 
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A striking Trump refrain, and hallmark of
his political philosophy, is
“unpredictability”. In a 28.3.16  interview
with The New York Times, Trump
suggested that he would not rule out
going to war with China in order to
show the country that he’s serious
about trade negotiations.
“I would use trade to negotiate. Would I
go to war? Look, let me just tell you,
there’s a question I wouldn’t want to
answer, because I don’t want to say I
won’t or I will … That’s the problem with
our country, a politician would say, ‘Oh I
would never go to war,’ or they’d say,
‘Oh I would go to war.’ I don’t want to
say what I’d do because, again, we
need unpredictability.”
Since then, Trump's Secretary of State
demanded China stops building islands
in the South China Sea and then must
be prevented from accessing them.
This raises the extremely dangerous
prospect of military confrontation
between the two nuclear powers, and in
a December 2016 report, the Pentagon
urges the Trump administration to plan
for more lower-yield nuclear weapons
that can be used for “limited” nuclear
warfare. Will the President go for this?

Prospects for an alternative
future: UN Negotiations for a
Global Ban on Nuclear Weapons
In October 2016 the United Nations
voted to start negotiations on a "legally
binding instrument prohibiting nuclear
weapons, leading to their total
elimination" in 2017. The resolution was
supported by 123 nations (including
Bangladesh), opposed by 38 (mostly
nuclear weapon states and NATO

members), with 16 abstentions.
Opponents included the UK.
Significantly, three nuclear weapon
states, India, Pakistan and China,
abstained, and North Korea voted in
favour. These negotiations have also
been backed by the European
Parliament, which has additionally
called for a nuclear weapons-free
Europe. They represent a breakthrough
for the majority of the world's nations
frustrated at the obstruction of the few
nuclear weapon states in progressing
their Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
obligations to work towards global
nuclear disarmament.
http://www.icanw.org
http://www.icanw.org/why-a-ban/the-
case-for-a-ban-treaty/

The UN negotiations begin at a
conference in New York about
to open on 27 to 31 March and
reconvening between 15 June
and 7 July. The UK Government
is boycotting them.
Common to the explanations of those
refusing to take part are protestations of
commitment to a world without nuclear
weapons, alongside an argument that
without the involvement of the nuclear
weapon states the negotiations will be
ineffective. Readers may be able to
spot the circularity of this argument.
This initiative was launched due to
major nuclear powers blocking concrete
steps towards nuclear disarmament at
the last NPT Review and insistence that
the current security situation didn't allow
them to disarm. The need to decrease
tensions and see progress made
towards abolition of nuclear weapons is
urgent. This can only happen if Britain
and other nuclear weapons states play
a more constructive role. 
Tower Hamlets CND supporters have
written to our two local MPs,
Rushanara Ali and Jim Fitzpatrick.
Watch this space for further news.
In the meantime, add your signature to
the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation’s
open letter to Trump and Putin urging
them to progress the treaty. Signed by
NAPF President David Krieger + Vice
President Richard Falk, Nobel Peace
Laureate Jody Williams, MIT Professor
Emeritus Noam Chomsky, NAPF Fellow
Daniel Ellsberg, Nobel Peace Laureate
Mairead Maguire, and CODEPINK co-
founder Medea Benjamin.
See letter:
http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/6357/p/dia/
action3/common/public/?action_KEY=2
4256 and links to all the explanatory
statements in the 27 October UN vote
convening the ban negotiations here:
http://www.icanw.org/campaign-
news/results/

Stephanie Clark
Secretary, Tower Hamlets CND
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Did you know Prime Minister?
Prime Minister did you know?
Did you know? Prime Minister!

Andrew Marr

Prime Minister Theresa May was aware of a
Trident missile test which went wrong weeks
before a House of Commons vote (July
2016) whether to renew the multi-billion
nuclear programme. Appearing on BBC's
The Andrew Marr Show, May refused to
answer four times when asked if she was
aware of the alleged missile misfire.
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With the advent of
Carol Turner as
its Chair last year,

London Region CND has
been transformed as a
campaigning organisation.
It has held a number of
well-attended public
meetings, culminating in its
recent conference “New

Approaches to Foreign Policy” in co-operation with SOAS.
Upwards of a hundred people came to hear a range of speakers.
The fact that the conference date was just a week before
President Trump’s inauguration – readers will no doubt already
be polishing their demonstration boots preparatory to ‘welcoming’
him here in the summer – certainly helped swell the numbers.
Among other speakers were Manuel Hassassian, Head of the

Palestinian Mission to the UK, who
spoke movingly of the history of the
Palestinian people since the iniquitous
Balfour Declaration of 1917. With ex-
President Obama having agreed a
$38 BILLION arms agreement with the
Israelis and having done nothing to
curb Israeli incursions into Palestinian
land, he felt that Trump could hardly be worse!
Chris Cole, from Drone Wars UK, made the chilling case

that drone warfare is lowering the threshold of war. The US,
Israel and the UK pioneered drone warfare. Six Middle Eastern
countries have now been attacking with drones and other
countries are getting them. Drones are a visible element of a
new "military-industrial-intelligence complex" weaponising data
on individuals. The UK contributes key infrastructure, through

the bases in the UK at Menwith
Hill and Croughton. Secrecy and
lies predominate: the claim that
drones virtually eliminate civilian
casualties is belied by the actual
evidence of civilian deaths.
Initially condemning "Targetted
extrajudicial killing", the UK is now
expanding its use of drones for
this purpose, without us being

allowed to know about it. For example, British drones operated
over Syria before parliament had authorised it.
Other speakers included Larry Sanders (he of the famous
brother), Kelvin Hopkins MP and our own Kate Hudson.
So an informative afternoon. See London CND website
for a fuller report and details of future activities.

Phil Sedler Treasurer, London CND

Region Conferences

Amidst devastating cuts to public services, Theresa
May believes it would be ‘sheer madness’ to give up
spending £205 billion on Trident nuclear weapons.
So last November, London Youth & Student
CND shouted back demanding ‘Free
education, reinstatement of EMA, and
keeping maintenance grants’.

Youth & Student CND
Conference 
NO War
NO Austerity

LONDON

CND

Follow Y&S CND on facebook
https://www.facebook.com/yscnd/
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Key events to attend or remember
Let everyone know where the Action is • put the word out

Tower Hamlets

CND
Join us

There are many ways in which you
can get involved in the campaign
for nuclear disarmament locally
and nationally.
At the heart of CND’s work is
bringing the issue of nuclear
disarmament to peoples’ doorstep
and relating it to our communities.
The work of Tower Hamlets CND is
vital as it reaches out to people
who may not have thought about
nuclear disarmament before or felt
there was nothing that could be
done about it. You can decide how
much you want to be involved in
local campaigning. Send us your
stories (something you feel
strongly about), campaign
activities, news and photos or any
donations or support you can give. 
Our newsletter is also available on
the website. Contact us for a
membership form and other info.

l We always welcome new people
to our regular meetings at Kingsley
Hall* from 7.30pm on the second
Thursday of every month. Please
feel free to simply turn up - you
can be assured of a friendly
welcome. (No meetings held in August)
*Kingsley Hall,
Powis Road, Bromley By Bow,
London E3 3HJ

Tel: 020 7515 4681
Email: towerhamletscnd@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com

NO MORE HIBAKUSHA
Monday 27th March • 6.30pm
Friends House, (opposite Euston station)
173 Euston Rd, NW1 2BJ
A presentation with
• Reiko Yamada
• MidoriYamada
Their tour of the UK organised by London CND
coincides with the opening of negotiations on
a treaty for a global ban on nuclear weapons.

Exhibition
100 years of anti-war protests
23 March - 28 August 2017
at Imperial War Museum 
'Four-minute warning:
time to boil your last egg' 
From Paul Nash’s barbed wire truths to Tony
Blair’s blazing selfie, the Imperial War
Museum is exploring anti-war art and demos.
From conscientious objectors to peace camps
and modern day marches, Fighting for Peace
tells the stories of passionate people over the
past one hundred years and the struggles
they have endured for the anti-war cause.
What difference did they make?

Stop the War Annual Conference
Saturday 22nd April • 9.30am - 5pm
Arlington Conference Centre
220 Arlington Road, London NW1 7HE
This year's national conference, which is
Stop the War's annual general meeting for
members and delegates, is taking place
against the background of a 16-year long war
in the Middle East and a dangerous and
bigoted new US President.

ELAAF - Musical Protest
Saturday 29th April • 2-5pm
ExCeL Centre DLR Station Prince Regent
Join with ELAAF to demand the cancellation
of plans for future DSEI Arms Fairs held at
the ExCel Centre in Newham.

Book
Review
Arguably
the most
hopeful
develop-
ment  for
the British
peace
movement
in recent
years has
been the
election -
twice – of
Jeremy
Corbyn as
Leader of
the Labour

Party. A former Vice-Chair of CND and now a
Vice-President, Jeremy has for more than
thirty years been a consistent opponent of
nuclear weapons and all of Britain’s wars. To
have him as a potential prime minister, surely
exceeds our wildest dreams?
Carol Turner, a recent speaker at a

THCND meeting and herself no mean peace
activist, has written a must-read book for all
interested in the interaction between the
Labour Party and the peace movement, and
how Jeremy’s leadership can change the
face of the UK’s defence and foreign policies.
This slim volume gives a brief history of

Labour’s less than impressive record on
nuclear weapons, includes extracts of
interviews with Jeremy himself and with some
of his political friends and opponents, and
outlines the inescapable connection between
the rise of Corbyn and the prospect of a world
without nuclear weapons.
The book is available from London Region

CND for £9.99 including postage (email
david.lrcnd@cnduk.org) or direct from CND
at www.cnduk/shop.
Treat yourself!

Phil Sedler Treasurer, London CND

STOP DSEI ARMS FAIR 
Due to go ahead Sept 12th – 15th 2017 at
Docklands ExCel but plans are afoot to stop it
setting up in the week before with creative
actions and inspiring blockades.
For info  contact Campaign against Arms
Trade : caat.org.uk/stop-dsei
Next East London Against Arms Fairs
(ELAAF) musical protests, with leafleting and
petition: 
Sat 29th April & Sat 27th May 2-5pm outside
ExCeL centre (from Prince Regent DLR follow
the signs to ExCeL)
ELAAF open meeting (with AGM) on May
10th  7pm at the Garden Cafe, 7 Cundy
Rd,E16 3DJ.  All welcome.

Marg Behrman

For a Global Ban
on Nuclear
Weapons
18:30 Monday
27thMarch 2017
Friends House,
173 Euston Rd, NW1 2BJ
(opposite Euston station)
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London Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament with the kind support
of Quaker Peace and Social Witness

LONDON

CND

A presentation with
• Reiko Yamada
• MidoriYamada
Their tour of the UK organised by London
CND coincides with the opening of
negotiations on a treaty for a global ban
on nuclear weapons.

Contact: London Region CND • email or call: londonregioncnd@gmail.com • t: 020 7607 2302

ALL WELCOME

STOP Boris


