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It’s not often that one of our very own members has a book 
published, so we’re especially pleased that we’ve persuaded 
Vijay to come along to our May meeting to tell us about it.

His book is ‘The Economics of Killing’.  It gives fascinating 
insights into how the famous military industrial complex 
works, as well as its links with the current financial crisis, the 
role Western governments play in perpetuating conflict . . . and 
everything, really!  He even tries to furnish some solutions to 
the difficult issues he raises.

I can say all of this having read the book – and received no 
royalties for sales.  Why not come along and judge for 
yourself?

Phil Sedler  
  

Corporate Criminals - Without Logo
Dow Chemical remains a sponsor of the 2012 Olympics 
despite significant protest.  30,000 signed a petition calling for 
them to be ousted, including 27 MPs.  Dow is the second 
largest chemical manufacturer in the world, and bought out 
Union Carbide, the company which made Agent Orange and 
napalm used by the US in Vietnam, and was responsible for 
the pesticide spill that is still poisoning people in Bhopal.  

The International Olympic Committee is sponsored by Dow to 
the tune of £60 million per year, so, unsurprisingly, they have 
ignored all calls to ditch Dow, both locally and internationally. 
Dow’s big concession is to remove their logo from the 336 
panels of the £ 7 million wrap to surround the Olympic 
stadium.

In case this does little to make you feel better, David Cameron 
has pronounced Dow a reputable company.

Scrap Trident – Save £83.5 billion

Professor Keith Hartley of York University, a defence 
economist, claims cancelling the Trident renewal programme 
would save this vast sum of £3.5 billion, and not result in job 
losses because of alternative employment  in submarine 
maintenance and other related work.  He concludes that the 
decision on replacing Trident should not be dominated by the 
impact on jobs or industry, but on the contribution the 
programme might make to UK security, protection and peace.

Centre Forum Think Tank warns that the UK is sleepwalking 
into making a costly and illogical decision to replace Trident 2 
decades after the collapse of the Soviet threat that Trident was 
designed to deter.  In their view, there is no scenario in the 
near or medium term in which these weapons provide 
additional security to that already deterred by the US nuclear 
forces.

From Nuclear Information Service 30.03.12

German Nuclear Giants Pull Out
The UK’s nuclear power plans were dealt a massive blow last 
month when German firms E-On and RWE shelved their £15 
billion aim to build two nuclear power plans here.  The firms 
had already bought two sites at Wylfa in Wales and Oldbury-
on-Severn in Gloucestershire which were  shortlisted by the 



government for new plants. These reversals come on the back 
of the German government’s decision to phase out nuclear 
power, and the realisation that there is no positive investment 
climate or adequate public subsidies.

The Nuclear Free Local Authorities Steering Committee is now 
calling on all councils where new nuclear facilities are being 
considered to invest their limited resources into a 
decentralised, renewable energy policy that is clean, 
sustainable, job rich and beneficial to the future. 

From NFLA Steering Committee

Hinkley Point Demonstration

Members of THCND were happy recently to join a full coach of 
London opponents of nuclear power, including quite a few 
Japanese people, for a demonstration at Hinkley Point in 
Somerset.  Hinkley is intended to be the first of a series of new 
nuclear power stations to be built in the UK, while other 
countries are in the process of abandoning nuclear power, 
particularly in the light of the Fukishima disaster.

Hinkley Point is in the middle of nowhere, yet about 1,000 
people descended on it from all parts of the country, timed to 
commemorate the first anniversary of the Fukishima disaster. 
Speakers included Kate Hudson, Caroline Lucas and Jonothan 
Porritt, as well as local campaigners.  We had the chance to 
see how the existing power station is to be extended to over 
400 acres  of pristine  countryside, by EDF, the French power 
company, currently £34 billion in debt, but investing billions 
more in a nuclear plant no one wants.

There are plans to challenge this development in the court as 
well as to use the full force of the anti-nuclear movement. 
There are viable alternatives and there is no justification for 
this volt-face by successive UK governments in favour of 
nuclear power.

There is a London Region CND coach to Sizewell power 
station protest on April 21.   Ring 0207 760 2302

Phil Sedler

                            

Looking for 
Lockheed
Joining up with local Trident 
Ploughshares members, some 
intrepid THCND members set out to 
tell the world that Lockheed Martin 
has moved its UK headquarters to 

Lower Regent Street.  Despite denials from staff in the 
building, their website continues to advise they are now hiding 
out at 15 Lower Regent Street.  So far, there has been 
absolutely no police interest, despite the ‘flagrant’ placard 
which so incensed one constable that he pronounced 
continuing to display it would risk arrest. However, the placard 
and the campaigners will persist.

Myra Garrett

Final insult for Nuclear test veterans
The Supreme Court has ruled that 1,011 ex-servicemen 
exposed to radiation during UK nuclear weapons tests are not 
entitled to claim damages from the Ministry of Defence. 
Included in those who died from radiation exposure at 
Christmas Islands test was Sue Davis's brother, Tony.   Shortly 
before her death in October 2010, the Court raised , but has 
now dashed  hopes by allowing this appeal.

The MoD acknowledges a debt of gratitude, to the veterans, 
but unlike Russia, China, France, Canada and the USA, the UK 
court ruled it had been too long for the claims against the MoD 
to proceed , thus  denying millions in compensation. This 
judgement is the final insult from the country for which Tony 
sacrificed his life.

 From Nuclear Information Service

Nuclear Forensics
Secretly, in 2005, the UK contracted Serco, at a cost of £100 
million, to screen air and sea traffic for radiological 
substances.  This ‘nuclear forensics’ is meant to have a 
deterrent effect by demonstrating that the UK has the ability to 
bring to justice any potential terrorist attempting to traffic 
fissile material.  (ed.  This news from Nuclear Information 
Service is meant to make us all feel safer.)

Tower Hamlets CND Branch meets the first 
Thursday of the month at 7.30 pm in Kingsley Hall, Powis 

Road, off Bruce Road, E3 3HJ.
Nearest tube is Bromley-by-Bow.

 We really do welcome new people.  So get in  
touch, come along to our meetings and join  

our activities.  
Next meeting on 3 May, 2012 , 7.30pm

Enquiries: 0208 983 6411
myragarrett@talktalk.net 

and now our very own blog:
http://towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com

http://towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com/
mailto:myragarrett@talktalk.net

