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‘A World without Nuclear Weapons 
is Possible’ . .  . .     Pope Francis. 

 

 “Nuclear deterrence and the threat of mutually assured 
destruction cannot be the basis for an ethics of fraternity 
and peaceful coexistence among peoples and states,” said 
Pope Francis to the Vienna Conference on the Humanitarian 
Impact of Nuclear Weapons.December 2014. “The youth of 
today and tomorrow deserve far more. They deserve a 
peaceful world order based on the unity of the human 
family, grounded on respect, cooperation, solidarity and 
compassion. Now is the time to counter the logic of fear 
with the ethics of responsibility, and so foster a climate of 
trust and sincere dialogue.” 

‘A world without nuclear weapons’ is a goal shared by all 
nations and echoed by world leaders, as well as the 
aspiration of millions of men and women. The future and the 
survival of the human family hinges on moving beyond this 
ideal and ensuring that it becomes a reality,” said Pope 
Francis. He noted that “spending on nuclear weapons 
squanders the wealth of nations” and said he remains 
convinced that humanity will find ways “to ensure nuclear 
weapons are banned once and for all.”  

He’s definitely got the message! 

Iola Mandal, pupil at Harbinger 
School wins CND poetry contest 

 
Jeremy Corbyn, MP presenting Iona her natuinal award. 

 

Peace by Piece 
By Iona Mandal 

Peace to me is calmness 
The grass making waves to the gentle breeze 

In fields of yellow buttercups 
The golden sunshine kissing me          

 

Peace is content 
Over a good book I read 

In a lick from my dog 
In raindrops falling down 

 

Peace is harmony 
In the birdsong at dawn 

In the chime of church bells 
In the muezzin’s call to prayer 

 

Peace lies in beauty 
In lotuses and lilies 

In the twinkle of the stars 
In the light of the moon 

 

Peace is no war 
Countries seeking no revenge 

Peace is olive leaves 
Doves flying gracefully 

 

Peace is no mushroom clouds 
No war tanks or bombs 

No orphans and refugees 
No poverty, hunger or sadness 

 

Without peace there will be frowns 
Unhappy faces 

No happy memories 
Life will cease to exist 

 

Have enough, no greed 
Practice peace and make peace 

Make sure others seek peace too 
In warmth, love and security 

 
 

Tower Hamlets CND Branch meets the second 
Thursday of the month at 7.30 in Kingsley Hall, 

Powis Road, off Bruce Road, E3 3HJ. 
Nearest tube is Bromley-by-Bow. 

 We really do welcome new people.  So get in touch, 
come along to our meetings and join our activities.   
Our AGM on 11 June 2015 will feature Kat Hobbs of 

Campaign Against the Arms Trade speaking about the 
2015  Arms Fair at Excel  in Docklands.  

Visit us at http://towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com 
 



 

Trident Renewal Debate with TH 
Labour Party 

 

 
 

Chris  (Labour Party), Stephanie (THCND), Dr.  Rebecca Johnson 

 

In a first for THCND a joint meeting was organised with TH 
Labour Party on Trident renewal.  We were fortunate to have 
Dr. Rebecca Johnson, a very well known CND activist and 
academic to put our side.  Also invited was the Shadow 
Labour Junior Defence Minister Gemma Doyle, to put 
Labour’s position. 
 

Unfortunately, due to a three line whip she was unable to 
attend, and we are grateful to Chris Weavers, Chair of TH 
Labour party for stepping in at short notice to argue the 
party line  . . .   although he admitted he did not necessarily 
agree with it! 
         

A good deal of useful information emerged, and pertinent 
questions were asked and answered.  TH Labour Party put 
forward a motion to their 2014 Conference opposing the 
renewal of Trident, as did some 75 other CLPs.  Not to 
anybody’s surprise, the issue did not even get discussed at 
Conference. 

 

What was not revealed at our debate are the considerable 
fissures between Labour MPs over whether Trident makes 
sense from either the financial or even defence viewpoints.  
With some commentators and many polls suggesting that 
the Scottish Nationalists strongly opposed to Trident 
renewal, could well hold the balance of power after the 
election of a minority Labour Govrnment, the second half of 
2015 could be interesting indeed. 
 

Phil Sedler 

 
        www.actioonawe.org/burghfieldlockdown 

 

If we don’t renew Trident, what 
about jobs? 
 
At one of its meetings last year, THCND discussed this 
question.  Keeping some 8000 jobs may not be the most 
persuasive argument for being a nuclear-armed state, but it 
is a reason often put forward by some advocates. 
 
In general, Trident is actually bad for jobs:  £100 billion 
spent elsewhere in the economy would generate more, and 
far more socially useful jobs. The well researched 2010 CND 
report Trident, Jobs and the UK Economy concludes “We 
now have the opportunity to stop the production of 
weapons of war, change to socially useful work and tackle 
the real enemy – climate change –at the same time.” 
 
If Trident is cancelled the savings and the available 
workforce skills could make Britain a world leader in wave 
and tidal power technology, create hundred of thousands of 
new jobs and contribute to a sustainable future in the face 
of climate change. 
 
So, what’’s the problem?  Why aren’t our politicians 
embracing this agenda?  We have to look elsewhere than 
the defence and economic needs of our country for answers 
to that!  And we have to continue to argue the case.  

Stephanie Clark 
 
 
 

National CND AGM 2014 
 
This year’s AGM was a one-day affair, as the Saturday 
clashed with the big TUC demo, which we also attended in 
some numbers. 
 
The AGM was dominated by planning for the general 
election.  Since none of the 3 main parties, nor that nice 
Nigel Farage, want to ditch British nuclear weapons, despite 
the majority of our countrymen and women taking a 
different view, we have our work cut out. 
 
National CND has a very strong team of Officers, with Kate 
Hudson as General Secretary, Dave Webb as Chair and 
Jeremy Corbyn as one of the Vice Chairs.  The atmosphere 
was very positive, and reports on the variety of activities 
undertaken during the past year most impressive. 
 
So why don’t our political masters discern the obvious fact 
that spending £100 billion to replace a weapon that nobody 
dares use against an enemy who doesn’t exist (but might in 
the future!) at a time  when apparently the whole country 
needs to economise, just doesn’t make any vestige of 
sense. 
 
But then, I would say that wouldn’t I? 

Phil Sedler 
 


