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Decision Time!

In this 60th anniversary year of CND,
the global dangers from nuclear
weapons are escalating. Threats of

their use by an unstable and reckless
US President, compounded by his
unilateral withdrawal from the Iran
nuclear deal, is ramping up tensions in
the Middle East, in the Korean
peninsula and in South East Asia.
Tensions between nuclear armed India
and Pakistan are also at extremely
dangerous levels. And all the nuclear
powers are upgrading and
“modernising” their weapons. 

This is the background to the
announcement at the beginning of the
year in the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists
that the Doomsday Clock has been reset
to 2 minutes to midnight. Since it was
invented in 1947, the Doomsday Clock
has symbolised the threat of nuclear
apocalypse. It was invented by scientists
working on the first atomic bomb as a
way of warning humanity of its capacity
to destroy itself. It was originally set at 7
minutes to midnight. The clock was reset

at its safest time, of 17 minutes to
midnight, in 1991. This was at the time of
the ending of the Cold War and of
international treaties reining in the arms
race and reducing global nuclear
stockpiles. Now at 2 minutes to midnight
the clock sets the threat at the highest
level it reached in 1953 at the height of
the cold war. 

What progress can be made in
ratifying the UN Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons? This represents
the hopes of the vast majority of the
peoples of our world for a future free of
the threat of nuclear annihilation. As the
nuclear armed powers currently refuse to
sign, CND’s role in building pressure on
our Government to change course has
never been more needed. Among the
arguments on our side are those
included in the National Audit Office’s
recent report of a huge overspend on the
Trident renewal programme making the
Ministry of Defence budget
unsustainable. n

Stephanie Clark

The Doomsday clock announcement also
takes into consideration climate change.

Readjusting the clock to 2 minutes to...

Doomsday Clock reset



Marg Behrman passed away on 26 February 2018.
She had been in the Royal London Critical Care
Unit, after a catastrophic stroke in September. The

stroke felled her soon after she had been arrested for
disrupting the Arms Fair at Excel in Docklands in a brave,
creative, collaborative and non-violent protest typical of her
dedication to the cause of a more peaceful and just world,
free of the scourge of nuclear weapons. 

Those of us who were fortunate to have known
Marg, will know that we have lost a steadfast,
loyal and kind friend and campaigner for
peace, a woman both remarkably unassuming
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and of extraordinary strength
of character. 
A gathering in memory of
Marg for her family and many
friends was held on 28th May
at Kingsley Hall. n

Marg and Phillip,
you have enhanced
our campaigning
and our lives.

The early months of this year have been a hugely sad time for our group
as we have mourned the loss of two of our most valiant members, so
soon after losing our founder member, John Rowe, at the end of last year.

Marg marching on the huge 27
February 2016 CND demonstration

against Trident prior to the
Parliamentary vote to renew
Trident in the summer 2016.

MargBehrman
(1948 - 2018)



Phillip also campaigned locally and in Devon, his family
home, for the NHS, against cuts and privatisation. And a
tribute from the Haiti Support Group gives an indication of
the value of his contribution at the international level, as an
“outstanding” investigative journalist and campaigner: “He
epitomised the best in what a human being can be: deter-
mined but caring, intelligent but not arrogant, generous in
giving to others, a true team player, always looking to fos-
ter new talent and on the look-out for those who would
continue to carry the torch.” n

Some more about Phillip’s legacy can be found here:
www.northdevongazette.co.uk/news/phillip-wearne-obituary-
1-5442758 also https://lab.org.uk/phillip-wearne-a-tribute/

Phillip Wearne’s death at 60 from a sudden cardiac
arrest on 14 March was shocking news. A remarkable
human being – an internet search evidences his

astonishing achievements and breadth of interest, but all
with a common theme of a passionate commitment to
justice and human rights within a global frame, and a
fearless calling out of the abuses of power.

He brought this passionate energy and intelligence as a
member of our group to campaigning against nuclear
weapons, as well as his involvement in campaigning
against the international arms fair in Newham. Defendants
in the arms fair trials were very appreciative of Phillip’s
supportiveness during the trials, which included keeping
campaigners leafleting outside the courts fully informed of
everything going on during the various trials. 

We remember also his generosity and kindness. In a
tribute to their brother some of us will have received, Jane,
Sue and Liz Wearne said: “Mentor, advocate, campaigner,
activist for social justice and champion of the underdog,
Phillip was passionate about everything he was involved
with. His loss will be felt far and wide by all those whose
lives he touched and embraced in so many ways.”

Phillip
Wearne
(1958 - 2018)
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Easier by Coach
by Phil Sedler

This year is the 60th anniversary of the first
Aldermaston March. To mark this event and to
point the way forward, National CND organised

a rally on Easter Day at the shameful establishment
that many of us have visited quite a few times over
the years.

As ageing feet might well have struggled to manage
the 50-odd miles from London, transport was laid on,
in this case by London Region CND, with two
coachloads of campaigners of various ages but all
much happier with this mode of travel as contrasted
with previous experiences. Not a chiropodist in sight.

There were nine of us from THCND, and ninety-
six from London in toto, in addition to those who
made their own way. For those who’ve not been
there before, the Aldermaston Nuclear Weapons
Establishment is a vast wire-fenced complex some
eight miles in circumference, and there seem to be
more buildings there than ever. So much for the UK
Government's commitment to multilateral
disarmament.

We all disembarked outside the Main Gate, on a
cloudy but mercifully dry spring day where we rallied.
There were several hundred of us there, and
speakers included people from the first march in 1958
as well as current activists. Perhaps most memorable
and inspirational was Rebecca Johnson from
Greenham Common and so many other campaigns
who reminded us that the UN Nuclear Weapon Ban
Treaty and the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to
the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons are pointers that a better world is indeed
possible and that therefore the UN has caught up with
our original slogan to BAN THE BOMB!

A final plug. The CND General Secretary Kate
Hudson has written an excellent history of CND:
“CND at 60” Available from CND at £12.95. An easy
read, it’s not just about CND but
reminds us of so many of the
international crises of the past sixty
years. Well worth a read. n

Global Conference to Resist
Nuclearisation of Space
22 Jun 2018 - 24 Jun 2018   
The push for global domination relies
heavily on military satellites for
surveillance, communication,
command and control and the planning
and execution of exercises and wars.
However, military satellites require
ground-based stations to send and
receive information/commands so a
global military presence requires an
extensive network of various bases
and space centres.
For more information contact
globalnet@mindspring.com

Protest NATO Summit in Brussels
Demonstration
Saturday 7th Jul 2018, 3pm - 6pm
CND will be protesting against the
nuclear-armed, military alliance NATO
2018 summit. Join the demonstration
in Brussels to protest against the
alliance! Gather at Brussels North
Station at 3pm on the 7 July 2018
Contact enquiries@cnduk.org or
phone 020 7700 2393 • questions or to
discuss transport arrangements see
No to NATO website.

Together Against Trump
Friday 13th July 
Gather 2pm BBC, Portland Place
London W1A 1AA
March to Central London
It is our chance to rise up and say
enough is enough. We reject the
collusion of Theresa May and her
government with this dangerous US
administration and deplore the
invitation to President Trump.
  
CND symbol tour
The iconic CND symbol – the
internationally recognised peace sign –
is being marked by the Now More

Key events to attend or remember
Let everyone know where the Action is • put the word out
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Join us
There are many ways in which you
can get involved in the campaign
for nuclear disarmament locally
and nationally.
At the heart of CND’s work is
bringing the issue of nuclear
disarmament to peoples’ doorstep
and relating it to our communities.
The work of Tower Hamlets CND is
vital as it reaches out to people
who may not have thought about
nuclear disarmament before or felt
there was nothing that could be
done about it. You can decide how
much you want to be involved in
local campaigning. Send us your
stories (something you feel
strongly about), campaign
activities, news and photos or any
donations or support you can give. 
Our newsletter is also available on
the website. Contact us for a
membership form and other info.

l We always welcome new people
to our regular meetings at Kingsley
Hall* from 7.30pm on the second
Thursday bi-monthly. Please feel
free to simply turn up - you can be
assured of a friendly welcome.
(No meetings held in August)
*Kingsley Hall,
Powis Road, Bromley By Bow,
London E3 3HJ

Tel: 020 7515 4681
Email: towerhamletscnd@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com

THCND at 50
We have recently been

approached by an
organisation called ECH

(Eastside Community Heritage).
Apparently next year will be the fiftieth
anniversary of THCND’s formation,
and they are keen to mark this in
some way. News to us, but
interesting!

A number of us have been interviewed
over the years about our local activi-
ties for peace and what other mem-
bers have done more widely. If you’ve
ever been involved with us and have
any stories you’d like to share, do
please contact us. We’ll be meeting
with the Eastside people, and will
pass on anything you have – photos?
articles? anything like that – to them.
We’d really like to hear from you. n

https://www.hidden-histories.org/

Than Ever tour of
Britain. A giant
three-dimensional
symbol installation is
visiting locations
across Britain. See
National CND
website for more
details https://cnduk.org/cnd-symbol-tour/
Hiroshima Day
Monday 6th August Tavisock Square, London, WC 1H 
Annual commemoration of the dropping of Atom
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. n


