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Shaykh Abdul Qayum, Chief Imam, East 
London Mosque shared a platform with peace 
activists Kate Hudson and Bruce Kent at the 15 April joint 
meeting with the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.  They 
were unanimous in proclaiming the immorality and illegality
of all weapons of mass destruction.  

Shaykh Qayum told us that Muslims are taught by God to 
recognise the value of human life, indeed that all life is 
sacred and to equate one life to that of the entirety of 
humankind.  He warned not to be the brethren of evil by
wasting precious resources, which could be better used 
elsewhere.  All 3 speakers condemned the fact that 
£3million of our taxes are spent on the UK’s Trident nuclear 
defence programme.

Although the attendance was disappointing, this meeting 
was a great opportunity for local anti nuclear and peace 
activists to make new links.  One of the exciting  outcomes 
is likely to be some joint work around local schools and the 
CND Peace Education Programme.  Maybe we can revitalise
Mayors for Peace as well.

Myra Garrett

Tower Hamlets 2014 AGM
We were privileged to have a remarkable and 
internationally renowned speaker at our AGM to talk on
the prospects for peace in the Middle East, Dr. Swee 
Chai Ang, founder and patron of Medical Aid for 
Palestinian and Consultant Trauma and Orthopaedic 
Surgeon at the Royal London Hospital.

The discussion also benefitted from our own member, Sybil,
who is Secretary of the Tower Hamlets Jenin Friendship 
Association. The discussion was very well informed and 
reached gloomy conclusions about peace prospects.

Following the AGM, several members took part in the first of
a monthly day of action to stop Sainsbury’s using suppliers 
from Israeli illegal settlements on occupied Palestinian land.
This is part of the national Boycott & Disinvestment 
Campaign which is growing as a movement modelled on the
Anti-Apartheid boycott.  (more info on local action on 
thjfa.org.uk)

At the AGM we also began a discussion about priorities for 
our campaigning this, which are to be continued.  Re-
elected were Len Aldis, Chair, Stephanie Clark , Secretary, 
Phil Sedler, Treasurer, Petra Hilgers, Website manager and 
Myra Garrett, Resister editor.

 Tower Hamlets CND Branch meets the second 
Thursday of the month at 7.30 in Kingsley Hall, 
Powis Road, off Bruce Road, E3 3HJ.

Nearest tube is Bromley-by-Bow.
 We warmly welcome new people.  So get in touch,
come along to our meetings and join our activities.

Next meeting is our AGM on 13.2.14 7.30pm.Enquiries:
0208 983 6411    myragarrett@talktalk.net 

. . . and now our very own blog
http://towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com

CND Creative Writing Competition 

International Day of Peace is observed every year around 
the world on 21st September. This year, CND Peace 
Education Team is sponsoring a creative writing 
competition to support peace in the world. The competition 
is open to anyone in Years 3 – 13 in three categories: 
Primary Schools, Secondary Schools and Sixth 
Forms/Colleges. The winners of each category will receive a
£100 cash prize and a £50 book voucher during a prize 
giving event in July. The winning schools will also be 
awarded in recognition of their support for peace.

All entries must be submitted by 1st July 2014. For further 
details about the competition, you can go to 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4NVQL4d-3Q

Stephanie Clark

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4NVQL4d-3Q
http://towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com/
mailto:myragarrett@talktalk.net


CND Peace Education 
brought to Mulberry Youth
Conference
Mulberry School’s annual Youth Conference brings together
young people from across London and Essex to build 
bridges as they explore issues of common concern. CND 
Peace Education’s Bomb Factor workshop contributed to 
the conference’s powerful and inspiring blend of politics, 
arts and idealism.

This was the first workshop delivered by our Secretary, 
Stephanie Clark, as one of the volunteer school speakers 
for the Peace Education programme.

Participants watched a brilliant cartoon made by a 
Hiroshima bomb survivor and, with great teamwork, 
creativity and passion, took part in a nuclear weapons 
debate in the format of the X-Factor.

Stephanie Clark

Mulberry School Youth Conference

More Wool Against 
Weapons...
Remember this crafty campaign centred around 7 miles of 
pink wool power to say No! to more nuclear weapons and 
No! to spending over £100 billion to renew Britain’s nuclear 
warhead programme 'Trident'.?

The campaign simply calls on people to knit or crochet  
60cm x 100cm pieces in any shade of pink and send them to
the person behind the campaign, Jaine Rose (all details 
here: http://www.woolagainstweapons.co.uk/?page_id=25).

On Saturday 9th August 2014 there will be a national day of 
pink wool action to commemorate Nagasaki Day. For more 
details check the Wool Against Weapons website: 
www.woolagainstweapons.co.uk.

In the meantime 60meters of pink scarf has come to abide in
my flat, awaiting transport to Aldermaston – Burghfield.  All 
contributions welcome as there is more space and still time 
to make your contribution.

Myra Garrett

International Legal 
Challenge Exposes 
Nuclear Hypocrisy 

The Marshall Islands, a chain of islands including Bikini  
Atoll and Enewetak, is suing the 9 nuclear weapon states at 
theInternational Court of Justice at the Hague, arguing they 
have violated their legal obligation to disarm.  These Pacific 
islands were the site of 67 nuclear  tests from 1946 to 1958 , 
including the ‘Bravo shot’, equivalent to a thousand 
Hirioshima blasts.  The Islanders have been suffering health
and environmental effects for over 50 years.

There remain more than 17,000 nuclear warheads in 
existence, despite the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) coming into effect in 1970 with a pledge of weapons 
states (Russia, UK, USA, China, and France) to disarm in 
return for the others not acquiring weapons.  The case 
against the UK, which has an estimated 225 warheads, 
states that “ the UK has not pursued in good faith 
negotiations to cease the nuclear arms race , and instead is 
taking action to improve and maintain it for the indefinite 
future.

Marshall Islands is not seeking compensation, but action.  It
wants the Court to require that the 9 nuclear-armed states  
meet their legal obligations.  The legal action is backed by 
an international legal team, with support from a number of 
Nobel Peace prize winners, including Desmond Tutu.  In the 
announcement of the 24 April court action, Tutu stated: “We
must ask why these states continue to break their promises 
and put their citizens and the world at risk of horrific 
devastation”. 

Kate Hudson comments on the action of these tiny islands, 
“in addition to huge UK  public opposition to Trident 
replacement, there is now an international legal challenge to
expose its hypocrisy”.  

This could be the start of something really BIG!
From The Guardian 24.10.14

Burghfield Blockaders 
Dismissed
Charges against 2 of our members for blockading a public 
highway at Burghfield were dropped when the definition of 
a public highway was challenged in court.  The Court and 
the Crown Prosecution Service were shown a photo of a 
roadsign clearly designating it as MOD property.  An 
adjournment was requested by the CPS to investigate, but 
denied by the judge. All the defendents were then offered 
reimbursement of their expenses and discharged.  

THCND court reporter (?)

http://www.woolagainstweapons.co.uk/
http://www.woolagainstweapons.co.uk/?page_id=25

