
With almost daily reports of terrorist atrocities, and particularly when
Westerners are the victims, this Conference was especially timely.
Organised by ‘Uniting for Peace’ whose Chair, Vijay Mehta, is a long-

time member of THCND, this was an attempt to examine what approaches
those of us active in the peace movement might take towards groups like ISIS.

Emerging from the Conference was a ten-point plan, subsequently sent to the
Prime Minister, outlining some possible ways forward.  You will not be
surprised to learn that none of these involved bombing or any other kind of
military intervention.  Rather there was an emphasis on diplomacy rather than
killing, on seeking the causes of Islamist hatred rather than simply
condemning it.  Vijay (pictured) elaborated on these in his speech which is
well worth reading on the Uniting for Peace website.  I commend it to you.
Much food for thought. Phil Sedler
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Agroup of town criers, dressed in traditional garb, have
appeared in central London to proclaim the good
news that negotiations are taking place at the United

Nations towards a global ban on nuclear weapons. Their
aim is to encourage the UK to join in with these
negotiations. Tower Hamlets members (see Myra in the
photo below) joined the protest with the ‘Town Criers’
against the BBC’s lack of coverage about the United
Nations negotiations for a global ban on nuclear weapons
and the UK Government’s refusal to participate. 

The previous edition of The Resister reported in March that
the UN conference to negotiate a global ban was opening
in New York in May. The conference will resume in June

and end on 7 July. Whilst these breakthrough negotiations were
supported by 123 nations, Britain was amongst the 38 (mostly
NATO members) who opposed them. Not all the nuclear
weapon states opposed: India, Pakistan and China abstained
and North Korea voted in favour. The March Resister also
reported that Tower Hamlets CND members had written to their
MPs, Jim Fitzpatrick and Rushanara Ali, putting the case for
Britain to support this multilateral nuclear disarmament initiative
and asking them to put a question in Parliament, asking if the
Government would be participating constructively in the UN
Conference. We had a depressing reply from Rushanara,
responding to a reference in the letter to the recent failed
Trident missile test, whilst ignoring the UN negotiations and our
request. She totally ignored a follow up letter. In contrast, Jim
replied, on behalf of himself and Catherine West, Shadow
Foreign Minister, that: “We will write to the Foreign Secretary
and ask about the UK’s role in the Conference you mention.”

UN negotiations
for a Global Ban on
Nuclear Weapons 

UPDATE

Q1
The UK’s Trident arsenal
has the capacity to kill
how many people?
a) 3 million
b) 32million
c)  320million

Q2
How many nuclear
warheads does
the UK possess?

QUIZ

ANSWERS ON P2

continues p.2
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Key events to attend or remember
Let everyone know where the Action is • put the word out

Tower Hamlets

CND
Join us

There are many ways in which you
can get involved in the campaign
for nuclear disarmament locally
and nationally.
At the heart of CND’s work is
bringing the issue of nuclear
disarmament to peoples’ doorstep
and relating it to our communities.
The work of Tower Hamlets CND is
vital as it reaches out to people
who may not have thought about
nuclear disarmament before or felt
there was nothing that could be
done about it. You can decide how
much you want to be involved in
local campaigning. Send us your
stories (something you feel
strongly about), campaign
activities, news and photos or any
donations or support you can give. 
Our newsletter is also available on
the website. Contact us for a
membership form and other info.

l We always welcome new people
to our regular meetings at Kingsley
Hall* from 7.30pm on the second
Thursday of every month. Please
feel free to simply turn up - you
can be assured of a friendly
welcome. (No meetings held in August)
*Kingsley Hall,
Powis Road, Bromley By Bow,
London E3 3HJ

Tel: 020 7515 4681
Email: towerhamletscnd@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com

The Hiroshima bomb killed 180,000
Each of Trident’s warheads are

8x more powerful.
UK’s arsenal is 225 warheads.

8 x 225 x 180,000 = 320m +

A2The UK retains a stockpile of
215 thermonuclear warheads,

and relies heavily on the US to
maintain them. Each of the UK’s four
nuclear submarines carries 16
Trident missiles at any given time.

“If I put a Parliamentary Question down to the
PM her office will redirect it to the appropriate
department so it’s easier to write directly to
the FCO”. He also undertook to copy their
response to us. There has been no further
communication since before the election
intervened. To view the letters, go to the
THCND website (see opposite). Meanwhile
the International Committee of the Red Cross
appealed to governments to support this
process, calling it a “unique opportunity” to
achieve a ban on the “most destructive
weapon ever invented”, joining the backing of
Pope Francis, the EU Parliament and over
3,000 scientists and Nobel Laureates.
What have we learned from the first
round of talks?
130 countries are participating. The UK is
boycotting. Labour’s shadow minister for peace
and disarmament, Fabian Hamilton, attended.
Shockingly, on the opening day, the UK UN
Ambassador stood outside with the US and
French UN Ambassadors leading a protest
denouncing the negotiations whilst inside, a
survivor of the Hiroshima atomic bombing, was
appealing for an abolition of nuclear weapons.n

Stephanie Clark

UN negotiations for a Global
Ban on Nuclear Weapons 

Japanese Hiroshima
Survivors Tour

London Region CND has recently
funded and hosted a visit by two
female survivors (Hibakushas) of the

1945 Hiroshima bombing. The tour started
in London where a packed meeting
including a half-dozen THCND members
attended a presentation and speeches
which really brought home the truth about a
totally unnecessary and continuing man-
made tragedy.  Even today children are
born with deformities due to the exposure to
radiation their grandparents suffered on
August 6th 1945. The tour was planned to
coincide with the UN Conference for the
total abolition of Nuclear Weapons, which,
shamefully the US and UK Governments
refused to attend (why wasn’t this a major
news story?) After a number of London
events, the women went to Scotland where
they met a very supportive Nicola Sturgeon,
and then moved on to Manchester and
Oxford. They were also interviewed by BBC
Scotland and BBC Manchester. Apparently
they were thrilled by the enthusiastic
support shown by the British audiences.  
So all in all, a very worthwhile visit.

Phil Sedler

Protest • Power & Change
9th - 10th June • 
Friday 7.30pm: “This Evil Thing”, a play about
Conscientious Objectors, The Oasis Hub Waterloo,
1a Kennington Road SE1 7QP (tickets £6)
Saturday 9.30am-5pm: Peace History Conference
Imperial War Museum, Lambeth Road SE1 • £20/£5
(students) Book online www.abolishwar.org.uk

Nonviolent Activism Conscience,
Convenience and Compromise
13th June • Tuesday 7pm • Discussion Group at
Housmans Bookshop 5 Caledonian Road, N1 9DX

Trident Debate & The General Election
15th June • Thursday 7.30pm • Speaker: Kate
Hudson at William Morris Halls, 267 The Broadway
SW19 Info: Joanna, 020-8543 0362.

CND UK National Conference
No Need For Nuclear: The Renewables Are Here
17th June • Saturday 10.15am • Registration &
Refreshments 9.45am at Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, WC1 4RL • How renewables can replace
nuclear energy. Tickets £10/£5 Info: www.cnduk.org

Spring Concert for Peace 
Musicians for Peace & Disarmament
30th June • Friday 7pm • Flute & piano pieces by
Wissam Boustany+Aleksander Szram. Interval talk by
Bruce Kent. £15/£10. info: mpdconcerts@gmail.com
Hinde Street Methodist Church, 19 Thayer St W1

Hiroshima Day Commemoration
6th August • London CND remembering vic-
tims of the Atomic bomb and wars everywhere  
Tavistock Square Gardens London WC1H 9LD

STOP DSEI ARMS FAIR 
Defence & Security Equipment International -
World’s largest arms fair at ExCeL Sept 12-15 
No need to wait until then to protest!
Join ELAAF’s musical protests outside ExCeL
(near entrance next to Prince Regent DLR)
Saturdays 2-5pm
24th June • 15th July • 12th Aug
9th Sept • 4th - 11th Sept
The week prior to the arms fair ‘themed’
actions will be taken to disrupt any setting up -
including ‘stop arming Israel’, ‘no faith in war’,
‘anti nuclear’, ‘solidarity without borders’,
‘conference at the gates’. A big day of action is
set for 9th Sept. Mon 11th Sept + silent candle
lit vigil in the evening. Tues 12th Sept wreath
floating in remembrance of victims of the arms
trade. Info: www.caat.org.uk &  www.elaaf.org
&  elaaf@hotmail.co.uk

Marg Behrman

A1(c) 320mQUIZ ANSWERS
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