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Campaign on Criminality of
Nuclear Weapons

George Farebrother,   Secretary of the 
World Court Project speaks on 5 June 
at  CND  monthly  meeting,  7.30pm  at 
Kingsley Hall.  He will be encouraging 
all of us to sign an affirmation that any 
use or threat of nuclear weapons is a 
war  crime  and  call  upon  the 

Government to renounce and prevent all uses.

The  International  Court  of  Justice,  known  as  the  World 
Court,  has  ruled  that  “methods  and  means  of  warfare,  
which would preclude any distinction between civilian and 
military
targets . . are prohibited “.  Nuclear weapons cannot pass 
this  stringent  test.   190  countries,  at  a  conference  on 
nuclear  disarmament  and  non-proliferation  at  the  United 
Nations  in  May  2010,  expressed  “deep  concern  at  the 
catastrophic  humanitarian  consequences  of  any  use  of  
nuclear weapons and reaffirms the need for all States at all  
times to comply with applicable international law”.

In other  words,  nuclear  weapons cannot be used without 
breaking the law.  Yet, nine countries (including the UK) are 
still  building and deploying new nuclear  weapon systems 
and making preparations to use them.

Come  and  be  inspired  to  campaign  to  achieve  a  formal 
declaration of illegality of use of nuclear weapons.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Get ready to Stop the Arms Fair

Come along to a day of  workshops,  on Sunday 12 June, 
10.30am-5pm,  Friends  House,  173  Euston  Road,  London 
NW1 2BJ.  Organised by the Stop the Arms Fair coalition, to 
plot and scheme for our day of action on 13 Sept, an end to 
DSEi arms fair and an end to the arms trade. 

Hear the latest on who's coming to DSEi and what goes on 
there. Learn new skills for taking action in workshops from 
direct action to clowning to putting your message across. . 

Local events:  East London Against the Arms Fair musical 
protest 30 July.  Silent candlelit vigil 12 Sept. from dusk at 
EXCEL, Royal Victoria Dock, on the eve of the Arms Fair. 
More details in next issue of Resister. 

MAYORS FOR PEACE

IT’S’s OFFICIAL !  Tower Hamlets is now a member of 
the Mayors for Peace International  Organisation and joins 
almost 5000 other Mayors to demand that no city or town 
should ever again be subjected to nuclear bombing.

Over recent years Tower Hamlets CND has tried to enlist 
successive Mayors to join this illustrious group, but without 
conspicuous  success.   Our  indefatigable  agent  in  the 
project  has  been  our  chair,  Len  Aldis,  who  never  allows 
himself  to  be  discouraged  by  bureaucracy.   Len  took 
advantage of our having hosted, in August, a public meeting 
at which a Hiroshima hibakusha – a survivor of the atomic 
bomb  dropped  on  Hiroshima –  spoke  movingly  of  his 
experience.

At this meeting Len received two illustrated volumes about 
those tragic events, sent by the Mayors of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki for the then Mayor, Cllr Motin Uz-Zaman. 

 However it was only when Lutfur Rahman was elected to 
the office, that Len’s persistence paid off, and on 4 April a 
meeting was convened at the Town Hall  at which the two 
books were presented to the Mayor.

The membership application was duly signed, and on 1 May 
2011, we joined Mayors for Peace!  You will now find us on 
the website.

Len presenting gifts from Hiroshima Mayor to Tower  
Hamlets Mayor Lutfur Rahman and Deputy Mayor Ohid  

Ahmed, accompanied by CND members John Allison and  
John Rowe, 

http://stopthearmsfair.wordpress.com/


Tower Hamlets CND Branch meets the first 
Thursday of the month at 7.30 in Kingsley Hall, 

Powis Road, off Bruce Road, E3 3HJ.
Nearest tube is Bromley-by-Bow.

 We really do welcome new people.  So get  
in touch, come along to our meetings and  

join our activities.  George Farebrother (see  
above article) will be our guest speaker at  
the next meeting on 5 June 2011, 7.30pm

Enquiries: 0208 983 6411
myragarrett@talktalk.net 

Chernobyl Anniversary Events

This  year  marks  the  25th anniversary  of  the  Chernobyl 
disaster, an event whose importance was heightened by the 
terrible news from Fukushima in Japan.

THCND members took advantage of a coach orgaqnised by 
London Region CND to go to Sizewell nuclear power station 
in Suffolk for a rally, and to support the local campaigners 
trying to prevent the replacement of their existing plant with 
one and eventually two more.  There were speakers from 
the Shut Down Sizewell Campaign, No Need for Nuclear and 
from  other  local  activists,  including  from  Hinckley  Point 
nuclear power station where the plans for replacement or 
‘more  advanced’.  The  presence  of  Japanese  protesters 
added  a  particular  poignancy  to  the  event,  while  CND 
General  Secretary  Kate  Hudson’s  closing  speech  pulled 
together the various threads of opposition to nuclear power. 
A very worthwhile and sunny day out! 

The following Tuesday, the 26th, was Chernobyl Day. To mark 
this  CND  organised  a  vigil  followed  by  a  meeting  in 
Parliament.   Some alarming statistics  were revealed by a 
panel of speakers, while a powerful  update from  Belarus 

was given by Linda Walker, Co-ordinator of the Chernobyl 
Children’s Project. People continue to die in large numbers 
from cancers and other diseases directly attributable to the 
1986  disaster,  and  children  are  still  being  born  with 
congenital deformities that are on a much larger scale than 
would be expected in a normal population.

Perhaps the most impressive speaker was Dr Paul Dorfman 
–  it’s  worth  checking  his  website  –  who  highlighted  the 
overarching influence of the pro-nuclear lobby in the UK, 
particularly the French firm EDF, who have bought up the 
land  on  all  the  Government’s  preferred  sites  for  future 
nuclear power stations, and are determined to cash in on 
their investments.  If you’re a customer, you might think of 
switching your supplier. . . 

The  current  Government  review  following  Fukushima  is 
little more than a delaying tactic before business as usual is 
resumed.   Former  Energy  Minister  Michael  Meacher 
dismissed the media-inspired fears that  “the lights  would 
go out  without  new nuclear  power  stations”  by outlining 
non-nuclear alternatives, the high cost of nuclear, and the 
fact that in any case, new nuclear  would be too little  too 
late.

If you’ve not given much thought to nuclear power, do look 
at the websites of Paul Dorfman, CND and the Shut Down 
Sizewell Campaign.  As with so many other aspects of our 
society dominated by the interests of big corporations, they 
have the money, but we have the numbers.

Dare I say:  Be Active, Not Radioactive!
Phil Sedler

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BAE AGM

BAE is the UK’s largest maker of military weapons, and 
sells its products worldwide.  Some of these weapons – 
including Typhoon aircraft, destroyers, cluster bombs, DU 
ammunition, etc. – will be on full display at the world’s 
largest Arms Fair at Excel, 13 – 16 September in the East 
End at Custom House, Newham.

At their AGM, the BAE Chairman reassured us that they are 
introducing more and more ethical policies, but could not 
explain  how these policies  would  make  their  bombs and 
rockets less immoral.  In response to my question, he did 
assert that, in line with their ethical policy, Prince Andrew is 
not paid any commission for any BAE arms contracts he 
wins for BAE.

L. Aldis, BAE Shareholder


