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‘Peace in the Middle East’

Tower Hamlets CND is greatly honoured to have this 
remarkable woman, founder and patron of Medical Aid 
for Palestine,  joining us at our next regular meeting at 

Kingsley Hall, E3 3HJ. 1 December 7.30pm.

Swee Chai Ang was the first female orthopaedic surgeon 
employed at Barts' and the London hospitals. One of the 
founders of MAP (Medical Aid for Palestinians, one of the 
world's largest medical aid charities for Palestinians), Ang 
worked for many years in the Palestinian refugee camps in 
Beirut, Lebanon, and is a survivor of the Sabra and Shatila 
massacres of 1982. She also worked in Kashmir after the 
2005 earthquake and Gaza in the wake of the 2009 
bombings. In 1987, PLO chairman Yasser Arafat awarded Dr 
Ang Swee Chai the 'Star of Palestine' - the highest award for 
service to the Palestinian people.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

We have the right to know the cost of 
enriching uranium at Aldermaston - 

£747 million !

No decision has been made (officially) on the replacement of 
the submarine-launched missile system that constitutes the 
UK’s nuclear deterrent (sic) Trident.  But the cost of a  new 

enriched uranium store, Project Pegasus, has been made 
public following a ruling of the Information 

Commissioner, revealing the true cost of  £747m.  This new 
complex will replace current facilities which have sat at AWE 
for 60 years.

Planning permission was granted for this project by West 
Berkshire Council despite 1000s of local objections, without 
the true costs being made public.  While all armed forces are 
suffering cuts, eyebrows have been raised at the significant 
increase in nuclear spending.  A recent MoD announcement 
that 1,000 naval jobs have been axed and a proposal that the 
Ministry of Defence Police be replaced by armed forces 
personnel does not sit comfortably with this sort of 
extravagant and covert spending.

What!  No more Mod Plod?
From Newbury Today

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Silent Vigil at Arms Fair
Two hundred of us gathered for a candle-lit vigil on the eve 
of the world’s largest arms fair in September this year.  As 
dusk fell, a chill went through my body as I thought of the 
people who would, over the next few days, come to 
purchase the horrendous weapons on display inside.  We 
know that in previous years they were used on civilians in 
the purchasers’ own countries.  Indiscriminate weapons 
such as drones, depleted uranium, cluster bombs were all 
available inside.   

Len Aldis       

~ ~ ~ ~ ~   

Corporate Criminals to
feature at Olympics

Dow Chemicals, responsible for poisoning thousands at 
their factory Bopal, India, and for making Agent Orange and 
Napalm used in Vietnam, have been awarded a massive £14 
million contract to make a ‘curtain’ of advertising around the 
Olympic stadium.  Keith Vaz, MP has proposed Early Day 
Motion 2207 calling on the Olympic Committee to reconsider 



and our Chair, Len Aldis, is pressing Lord Coe to cancel this 
shameful contract with murderers.  Expect  more THCND 
involvement in this issue in the coming months.

God’s Wars
An exhibition of ceramic 
sculptures by May Ayres

The shadowy belfry of the church of St. John at Bethnal 
Green was the perfect setting for these monumental ceramic 
sculptures, which loom out of the semi darkness in silent 
protest against man’s inhumanity to man.  Initially May Ayres 
began work on them to express the helpless rage that she 
felt when Iraq was invaded.  Over the years, her work has 
expanded to include the injustice and cruelty of the powerful 
worldwide, and the consequent suffering of their victims.  

She berates the media for reporting trivia at length and 
ignoring or downplaying atrocities.  But that we, too, all bear 
responsibility is clearly illustrated by her ironic observation 
of travellers on the tube, each absorbed in their own 
personal technology and indifferent to what is going on 
around them.  Here and there a subtle humour surfaces but 
the prevailing message is a grim one.

These unique pieces are at once beautiful and grotesque, 
massive and intricate.  The ceramic surfaces are worked on 
with oxides, stencils, high-fired stoneware, oxidation and 
glazes, resulting in a moving and astonishing melange of 
calligraphy, mini-sculptures and bas-reliefs in a variety of 
earth colours.

Look out for work by May Ayres.  She lives and works in 
Tower Hamlets and her thoughtful sculptures should be 
seen by everyone. 

Jill Truman

Redundant nuclear 
powered submarines 

– an unwelcome legacy for 
Trident replacement

The Ministry of Defence is consulting on dismantling 27 out 
of-service nuclear-powered subs and managing the resulting 
radioactive waste.  Their preferred option is to remove 
radioactive waste and place it into interim storage, at as yet 
unidentified sites, until a proposed long-term disposal 
facility opens in 2060.  The dismantling sites are earmarked 
for Rosyth in Fife and Devonport in Plymouth.

Previous efforts by the government to find a solution for 
dealing with the nation’s legacy of radioactive waste have 
foundered because of public opposition at sites identified as 
locations for dumps.  There will be a total of 27 nuclear subs 
to dispose of by 2060. For now, 9 of these remain in service 
at Faslane and Devenport, with the 4 Vanguard class subs at 
Faslane armed with nuclear warheads.

We have been left with this unwelcome legacy as the result 
of unwise decisions made in the past.  According to Di 
McDonald, of the Nuclear Submarines Forum, “nuclear 
submarines are an old, out of date, Cold War technology that 
are irrelevant to modern security threats, and it is highly 
irresponsible to continue building them without knowing 
how to dispose of the dangerous wastes produced at the 
end of their lives….but it is our generation’s responsibility to 
deal with this problem”.  

However, the Ministry of Defence intends to place orders for 
various long lead items critical to construction of the 
replacement submarines before the Trident ‘Main Gate’ 
decision in 2016.  The estimate is that around £2.1 billion will 
be spent before the next election – and, clearly, before there 
is a solution to the radioactive waste issue the MoD is 
consulting us about in their submarine-dismantling plans.

From Nuclear Information Service & Nuclear Submarine Forum  

Tower Hamlets CND Branch meets the first 
Thursday of the month at 7.30 in Kingsley Hall, 

Powis Road, off Bruce Road, E3 3HJ.
Nearest tube is Bromley-by-Bow.

 We really do welcome new people.  So get in 
touch, come along to our meetings and join  

our activities.  Next meeting on 
1 December. 2011, 7.30pm
Enquiries: 0208 983 6411
myragarrett@talktalk.net 

and now our very own blog
http://towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com

http://towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com/
mailto:myragarrett@talktalk.net

