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A Giant
Awakening

Tower Hamlets

CND

The Resister

Since we haven’t here in Tower Hamlets attempted a THEXIT
from London CND, it might be of interest to our loyal readership
to know what our London-wide colleagues have been doing and

are planning.

There has been a quite dramatic renaissance. Where previously
London CND was perhaps somewhat inward looking, with the
excellent annual Hiroshima Day event being its most notable activity
and its lively and informative bi-monthly ‘Peaceline’ being available to
subscribers, the hitherto slumbering giant is showing definite signs of
awakening.

With a new Chair and an enlarged and dynamic Executive plans
have been launched to widen its appeal.

There have been a number of public meetings addressed by
speakers on a range of peace-linked topics. including the most recent
in Parliament with MPs discussing how best to change Parliament’s
mind on the iniquitous plan to spend £205 billion on Trident renewal.

By the time you have read this, there will have been a rally aimed at
London students to fast-track the establishment of a London Youth
and Student CND group. Speakers at this included John McDonnell,
Tariq Ali and Larry Sanders (Bernie’s brother), as well as others
representing student pressure groups.

The peace movement should not be largely the comfortable
political home of wrinklies like this writer (and quite a few of his
readers!), but rather we need to find ways to attract the generation
that is suffering from austerity policies, is likely to be deep in debt and
equally unlikely to be able to afford a decent home. We need to link
more with other campaigning organisations – health, climate change,
housing, education… - so that unilateralism is seen as a logical part of
bringing about a fairer and safer society.

But enough of this rant! Meanwhile a couple of dates for your diary:
7.00pm on Friday December 9th , a Xmas social at the Hiba
Restaurant in Holborn with Bruce Kent presiding (details of how to
book elsewhere in this newsletter). Do please try to get along. 

The second date is the London Region AGM and Conference.
Further details to be announced, but this will be from 10.00am on
Saturday January 14th at SOAS. We are in the process of trawling for
speakers for this, and are aiming high.

Finally, if you want to get the London newsletter ‘Peaceline’ then send
a cheque for £3 plus whatever you’d like to donate to LRCND at 162
Holloway Road N7 8DD Phil Sedler

Treasurer, London CND

LONDON

CND

We believe the £billions proposed to be spent on
renewing our anachronistic nuclear weapons would be
better spent elsewhere, starting with cancelling tuition
fees, bringing back EMA and scrapping cuts to
maintenance grants. The list is almost endless, and we
couldn’t possibly name them all here, so come down on
24th November and hear from some brilliant campaigns
such as Stop the War, NUS, Cut the Rent, and more!

With the help of some fantastic speakers representing
different aspects of the anti-austerity and anti-war
campaign, we’ll be debunking Tory austerity lies and
uniting activists to carry the anti-war message across
schools and campuses.

Amidst devastating cuts to public
services, Theresa May believes it would
be ‘sheer madness’ to give up our £205
billion nuclear weapons.
This November, join London Youth
& Student CND in shouting back!



Ask your MP to
support Early
Day Motions

Tower Hamlets

CND

The campaign against Trident continues in Parliament,
despite MPs voting in favour of replacement in July. MPs
from across political parties have supported Early Day

Motions calling for Trident replacement to be cancelled, an end
to nuclear warhead convoys and for the government to support
calls for a treaty to ban nuclear weapons to be negotiated.

Please contact your two local MPs, Rushanara Ali and Jim
Fitzpatrick and urge them to support two important motions
and ensure that nuclear weapons do not slip down the
political agenda. It takes two minutes to send an email to
your MP, but could make a difference to these campaigns.
rushanara@rushanaraali.org • jim.fitzpatrick.mp@parliament.uk

Early day motion (EDM576)
TRIDENT REPLACEMENT (NO. 2)
Session: 2016-17 Date tabled: 19.10.2016
Primary sponsor: Caroline Lucas
Sponsors: Mark Durkan, Kelvin Hopkins, Roger Godsiff, Tommy
Sheppard, Ronnie Cowan
That this House notes that construction has begun on the
Successor submarines as part of the programme to replace the
Trident nuclear weapons system; is concerned that during the
debate on the Address on 18 July 2016, Official Report, columns 6-
114, the Government was unable to give an estimate for the for the
total lifetime cost of the programme, despite some reports
suggesting the figure could be more than £200 billion; believes that
the funds spent on Trident replacement would be better spent on
tackling threats identified in the National Security Strategy; and calls
on the Government to cancel the plans for Trident replacement and
fully participate in discussions at the UN to prohibit nuclear
weapons across the world.

Early day motion (EDM578)
UN INITIATIVE ON MULTILATERAL NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT
Session: 2016-17 Date tabled: 19.10.2016
Primary sponsor: Caroline Lucas
Sponsors: Mark Durkan, Margaret Ferrier, Tommy Sheppard,
Margaret Ritchie, Ronnie Cowan
That this House notes that the UN Open-ended working group on
Nuclear Disarmament concluded with the submission of a draft
resolution to the UN General Assembly which calls for a conference
to be convened in 2017 with a view to negotiating a legally binding
instrument to prohibit nuclear weapons, leading towards their total
elimination; welcomes this proposal as a positive step towards
achieving the aim of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and of
successive UK Governments of a world without nuclear weapons;
and calls on the Government to participate fully in these discussions
at the UN and encourage all other nations to do the same.

Lucas Plan 40th Anniversary
Conference 26th November
Venue: Voluntary Service Council, 138 Digbeth, Birmingham B5 6DR
CND is supporting a major conference in Birmingham to mark the
40th anniversary of the Lucas Plan, which saw workers at
Lucas Aerospace develop their own plan to transition away
from arms manufacturing to peaceful, sustainable jobs. The

conference will look at the lessons from the
Lucas Plan for the ongoing fight against
Trident. More information is available from the
conference website. http://lucasplan.org.uk
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LONDON

CND

London Region CND invites
you to join them for a

Lebanese-Palestinian Feast
with special guest Bruce Kent
7pm on Friday 9 December 2016

Hiba Express
113 High Holborn, WC1V 6JJ (Holborn Tube)

The delicious menu consists of mixed mezzes with a main course
with vegetarian options, at a fixed price of £17 per person. Hiba
sells no alcohol - so bring your own bottle.

Places are limited, please book your place and pay in advance.
You can pay directly into London Region CND’s account (please
use the reference ‘Xmas’ followed by your name)
Metro Bank 1 Southampton Row WC1B 5HA
London Region CND - Acct No: 19885078 - Sort Code 23-05-80
Alternatively send a cheque to LRCND treasurer,
Phil Sedler, 6 Headlam St, London E1 5RT

at Hiba
Express

Xmas
Social

SOLD OUT

EDM576 and EDM578



‘Nukes of Hazard’
The Nuclear Bomb Convoys on our Roads

Highly disturbing revelations about the dangers of
nuclear bombs being transported round the country
on 900 mile trips between Burghfield in Berkshire

and Coulport near Glasgow are contained in a new report
published by the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN).

Rob Edwards, a freelance journalist
specialising in nuclear and environ-
mental issues, wrote the report and
spoke about the findings at a meeting
in Oct at Friends House.

The convoys consist of up to 20
vehicles, including 5 big articulated
trucks
carrying
Trident
warheads;
they use a
variety of east
and west
coast routes
and are on
our roads up
to six times a year. The warheads are maintained,
refurbished or dismantled at Burghfield and then taken to
the Royal Naval Armaments Depot at Coulport where they
are attached to Trident missiles and loaded onto one of the
four Vanguard-class submarines, stationed nearby at
Faslane.

The MoD never confirms or denies the presence of the
convoys but they are tracked and monitored by Nukewatch
volunteers and Aldermaston Women’s Peace Camp and
photographed and filmed by the public. Much of the
information contained in the report has also been provided
by the MoD under freedom of information law.

People within an area of at least 10 kilometres of a
convoy accident could be put at risk of radioactive
contamination. 
There have been 8 accidents involving nuclear weapons
convoys between 1960-91 and 180 safety incidents
between 2000-2016. The convoy has crashed, broken
down, got lost, brakes have failed, fuel has leaked. “Bad
luck, poor weather, human error and computer software
glitches have all been to blame”.

Emergency exercises carried out by the MoD involve
multiple crashes leading to fires, explosions and the spread
of radioactive contamination over cities. Risks even extend
to the possibility of a nuclear reaction emitting lethal
radiation. Post mortems of seven of these exercises show
serious difficulties the MoD and emergency services would
have in dealing with such disasters and it is apparent that
procedures have not improved in subsequent exercises.

The MoD view is that the risks “are tolerable when
balanced against the strategic imperative to move nuclear
weapons”. However an opinion poll by YouGov found that
nearly two thirds of adults did not know that nuclear
weapons were transported on Britain’s roads.

Hopefully publicising this report could serve to increase
awareness and knowledge about the convoys
and to involve more people in the campaign to
scrap Trident.
Marg Behrman

Trident was kept off the Conference agenda again this year, but
it achieved prominence nonetheless as a contentious policy
issue. In his speech to Conference, Clive Lewis, as Shadow

Defence Secretary, declared himself a “Trident sceptic”, to
resounding applause, whilst going on to state that Labour policy
remains in favour of replacement. Readers may have seen the
media coverage of reports of his anger at having had his speech
amended moments before his delivery to remove the statement that
he “would not seek to change” Labour’s policy on renewing Trident.

A positive commitment to work internationally to achieve nuclear
disarmament was included in Shadow Foreign Secretary Emily
Thornbury’s speech to Conference: “a future Labour government
will not just revive talks on multilateral nuclear disarmament
among the world’s great powers, we will make the success of
those talks the test of our success on foreign policy”.

Outside the conference hall, CND held one of the most well-
attended fringe meetings of the week, with over 250 people packing
the room to hear from MPs, trade union leaders and Kate Hudson on
the continuing campaign to secure a change in Labour Party policy.

So what’s behind the battleground on Trident?
The background to this is the influence of the GMB and Unite
trade unions and their concern for the jobs of their members in the
defence industry. This remains a critical obstacle in changing
Party policy on Trident, and explains the importance attached by
many to Jeremy Corbyn’s Defence Diversification Policy. The
other key issue, of course, is the conflicting views in the Labour
Party about the impact on Labour’s electoral chances of a change
in policy on Trident. The emphasis at CND’s fringe meeting on the
need to change the mindset, both within the Party and outside,
was a response to this issue.

International Breakthrough at the UN
Decision to negotiate a global ban on nuclear
weapons
On 27 October a historic vote took place at the UN General
Assembly to convene a multilateral UN conference in 2017 “to
negotiate a legally binding treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons,
leading towards their total elimination”. Among the 123 states
voting in favour was North Korea. The UK, and NATO allies, were
among the 38 states that voted against, alongside the US, France,
Russia and Israel. Other nuclear weapon states, India, Pakistan
and China, abstained. This is a game-changer, with enormous
significance for the future of Trident, holding hope for a world
without nuclear weapons and enshrining the determination of the
123 UN Member states to overcome the entrenched obstruction of
the nuclear weapon powers in carrying out their treaty obligations
under the 1968 Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 
Jeremy Corbyn has now created a shadow cabinet post of
Minister for Peace and Disarmament. Fabian Hamilton, newly
appointed to this role, will be participating in the UN multilateral
disarmament meetings. Stephanie Clark THCND Secretary

Labour Party Conference 2016
Multi-lateral nuclear

disarmament
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Key events to attend or remember
Let everyone know where the Action is • put the word out

Tower Hamlets

CND
Join us

There are many ways in which you
can get involved in the campaign
for nuclear disarmament locally
and nationally.
At the heart of CND’s work is
bringing the issue of nuclear
disarmament to peoples’ doorstep
and relating it to our communities.
The work of Tower Hamlets CND is
vital as it reaches out to people
who may not have thought about
nuclear disarmament before or felt
there was nothing that could be
done about it. You can decide how
much you want to be involved in
local campaigning. Send us your
stories (something you feel
strongly about), campaign
activities, news and photos or any
donations or support you can give. 
Our newsletter is also available on
the website. Contact us for a
membership form and other info.

l We always welcome new people
to our regular meetings at Kingsley
Hall* from 7.30pm on the second
Thursday of every month. Please
feel free to simply turn up - you
can be assured of a friendly
welcome. (No meetings held in August)
*Kingsley Hall,
Powis Road, Bromley By Bow,
London E3 3HJ

Tel: 020 7515 4681
Email: towerhamletscnd@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com

ELAAF - Musical Protest
Saturday 7th January • 2-5pm
ExCeL Centre 
Outside the Boat Show (the site of previous
DSEi Arms Fairs and where another is
threatened in Sept 2017) at western entrance
on walkway from Custom House DLR station
Musicians & singers (all styles) welcome +
leafleters and people to petition etc. DLR
Station or Victoria Dock Road E.16. 3BY
www.elaaf.org or email elaaf@hotmail.co.uk

Campaign Against the Arms Trade
UK arms sales to Saudi Arabia are currently
subject to a judicial review, following an
application by CAAT. The claim calls on the
government to suspend all extant licences
and stop issuing further arms export licences

Peace Beyond Borders
At the end of October, ‘Uniting For Peace’

held its Annual Conference in one of the
grand meeting rooms in the House of

Lords. The theme of the conference was the
‘New Cold War in Europe’ emanating from
growing tensions in eastern Europe between
USA/NATO, EU and Russia and the dangers
these pose to world peace.

Vijay Mehta - author and Chair of Uniting for
Peace, with Rita Payne - President of the
Commonwealth Journalists Association
welcomed and introduced an impressive line
up of ‘cross party’ speakers: Lord Maclennan
(fmr Lib Dem Leader), Humphrey Hawksley
(BBC Foreign Affairs Correspondent) Daniel
Kawczynski MP (Con - Shrewsbury+Atcham),
Marcus Papadopoulos (Editor, Politics First),
Rev Brian Cooper (Sec - Inter-Faith, UfP).

All speakers touched on the military build up
by the US and NATO in central and eastern
Europe including deployments of NATO’s
Nuclear Missile shield. Military exercises by
NATO, close to Russia’s borders, are seen as
provocative and risk starting a “New Cold War”
and Arms Race. NATO is pressurising
member countries to increase military
spending to 2% of their GDP. UK’s decision to
renew Trident is part of this dangerous military
build up.

All this is happening at a time when it is
cooperation that is needed between the West
and Russia to broker peace in Ukraine and
Syria and to tackle the menace of global
Jihadist terrorism.

Russia in response has greatly increased its
military spending, is modernising its key weapon
systems and is carrying out major military
exercises to counter the NATO threat. Bearing
in mind that US and Russia are the world’s
major nuclear weapon states, this deterioration
in East – West relations is extremely dangerous.
This atmosphere of mistrust and aggression is
threatening and miscalculations could even lead
to outbreak of a war.

Labour Action for Peace held its Annual
Peace Lecture entitled 'Peace and the
Trade Unions' on Monday 7th November

2016 (17.00 to 18.00) at the House of
Commons (Committee Room 21). The key
speaker was John McDonnell, MP and
Shadow Chancellor, who spoke of the
importance of developing policy which worked
alongside the Trade Unions and Co-operative
movement for Peace. The issue of finding a
resolution on Labour’s current policy on
Trident was raised particularly as it is an
ongoing divisive issue within the Labour Party.
email: labouractionforpeace@gmail.com

to Saudi Arabia for use in Yemen while it
holds a full review into if the exports are
compatible with UK and EU legislation. A
three day review will take place in front of two
judges no later than 01 February 2017.
Contact Andrew at media@caat.org.uk or call
020 7281 0297 or 07990 673232.

@earth Exhibition
Photomontage by Peter Kennard
Curated by Shirley Read
Till 7 January 2017
at Idea Store Whitechapel
This exhibition is taken from Peter Kennard’s
book @earth and looks in detail at the many
ways in which the planet and its peoples are
threatened.

Lobby your MPs at their Surgery
24/25th November 
CND is part of the project seeking to stop
convoys carrying nuclear warheads
throughout the country. A constituency lobby
has been called so that MPs can hear from
local residents on this important topic.
You can contact your MP online and request
a meeting as part of this lobby through the
CND website – www.cnduk.org/convoylobby

LabourAction forPeace


