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Hiroshima Day 2011 
 

 
Tony Benn & H etty Bower in Tavistock Square 6 August 2011 

photo courtesy demotix  
 

It is sixtysix years since the U.S.A. dropped atomic bombs 
on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and forty
four years since the then Mayor of Camden, Cllr. Millie 
Miller, planted a cherry tree in Tavistock Square in memory 
of those victims.  And still we congregate there, year after 
year on 6th August, beneath the shade of the other 
magnificent trees that grow in the square, alongside the 
statue of Ghandi  and the memorial to the Conscientious 
Objectors.  We listen to speeches and poems and songs, we 
observe a minute’s silence, lay wreaths and flowers beneath 
the cherry tree and then go our separate ways through the 
raucous London streets .   

Every year, some of the older campaigners are missing and 
every year new people appear.  This year, I thought there 
were about 200 people present, but my fellow Tower 
Hamlets CND members thought that was a ridiculous 
overestimate.  They reckoned there were perhaps 100.  One 
hundred in a city of how many million?   

But we will not give up.  Encouraged by the optimism of 
seasoned campaigners like Tony Benn and Bruce Kent, 
joined this year by 103 year old Hetty Bower, we continue in 
the obstinate hope that, one day, we will meet on 6th August 
to celebrate the final and absolute banning of all nuclear 
weapons.  Or, perhaps even the banning of all weapons. 
Why not?  The abolition of slavery must once have seemed 
just as unlikely.                                                              Jill Truman                

 

. . .while at Hiroshima 
 

The Prime Minister of Japan, Naoto Kan, speaking at a 
Hiroshima ceremony, attended by 50,000 people, renewed 
his pledge to work towards a nuclear free Japan. Recent 
polls there have shown about 70% of voters agree with 
Kan’s vision of a nuclear free Japan. 
 
At the commemoration of that horrific day in August 1945, 
an A bomb survivor said “We hadn’t thought so deeply 
about it until now.  But I think nuclear power is not so 
different from the atomic bomb.”    

    courtesy aljazerra    

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Making paper cranes & 

Remembering Hiroshima 
 
Sitting with children who visited our stall at the Museum of 
Childhood fete offered a wonderful opportunity to tell the 
story of Sadako and the 1,000 paper cranes.  One mum, a 
lapsed member of CND, was inspired to get engaged again, 
and she took away our standard postcards to send to MPs. 
 
But it was the kids who inspired us!  They loved the paper 
folding and the story of Sadako.  They took away the cranes 
they made and are likely to remember something of the 
message about nuclear weapons.  A lesson for us, perhaps, 
that this is a much more effective way to approach people 
than handing out leaflets.  

Myra Garrett 
 

 



 

Brian Haw, 19492011 
 
On those rather infrequent occasions, over the past ten 
years, when I have found myself in Parliament Square, I 
have not necessarily seen Brian Haw “performing” (as it 
were). But one day I did hear him and what struck me was 
his passionate cry against the killing or maiming of children 
in the course of war – the Iraq war in this case. The thought 
of this  “collateral damage” seemed to evoke in him an 
unappeasable horror. Was that, I wondered, what made him 
different from the rest of us? Not his outward actions, his 
megaphone, his untidy camp amid the normal blandness of 
Parliament Square, but the unity, in his personality, of 
thought, of feeling and of will which left one feeling 
shamed? 
 
Now (July 26th)), the tidy lines of puptents on the 
pavements, on two sides of the Square, as much as they 
make a point about freedom to protest, can be no substitute 
for Brian Haw’s electric presence. 

 

John Rowe 
 

 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Cathy Jamieson, MP, 

Kilmarnock & Loudoun 
 

“It is my personal view there is no longer a case for wasting 
Ministry of Defence resources on nuclear weapons.  What 
better time than Hiroshima Day to renew our commitment to 
a world free of nuclear weapons, and continue the 
campaign to make it a reality.” 

 
Are there more like her somewhere? 

 

  
Welcome to the Tower Hamlets branch of the 

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament…. . 

 . . on the internet!  
 
The good news is that we've now set up a blog 
(http://towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com/) on the internet 
with background information, current news and future 
activities of CND in Tower Hamlets. The even better news is 
that everything else stays the same i.e. we will continue to 
send out the Resister and other information to you by post 
as we've always done. 
 
In addition, the Resister will now be available for download 
on the blog (check out the “News” page) to spread the news 
more widely.  So if you'd like to inform more people about 
our campaign just send them the above link and they can 
get all upcoming, current and some historic information. 

 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve the blog or 
what we could add to make it more informative, then please 
don't hesitate to get in touch. 
 

Petra Hilgers 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Arms Fair Silent Vigil, 6.30pm 
12 Sept, Royal Victoria DLR Station  

Stop the Arms Fair coalition for more details 
 

East London Against the Arms Fair meets at 7.30pm on 
08.09.11 at Kingsley Hall to plan ways of opposing the Arms 
Fair now and in the future. One of their regular Musical 
Protests will take place Saturday 10.09.11 from 2pm at 1 
Western Gateway, near Custom House Docklands Light 
Railway station.  Bring voices, instruments and placards.  
There will be lots of exhibitors about for you to serenade 
and talk to. 

 
 

 
Tower Hamlets CND Branch meets the first 

Thursday of the month at 7.30 in Kingsley Hall, 
Powis Road, off Bruce Road, E3 3HJ. 

Nearest tube is BromleybyBow. 
 We really do welcome new people.  So get 
in touch, come along to our meetings and 

join our activities.  Next meeting on  
1 Sept. 2011, 7.30pm 

Enquiries: 0208 983 6411 
myragarrett@talktalk.net  

and now our very own blog 
http://towerhamletscnd.wordpress.com 
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